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MEETING SCHEDULED TO DISCUSS GLACIAL LAKE MISSOULA PLAN 
MISSOULA-
The geological phenomenon known as Glacial Lake Missoula and the ice-age floods 
that accompanied it could become the impetus for a new national “park without borders,” if a 
local organization gets its wish.
The Nature Center, in association with The University of Montana, was one of several 
entities in a four-state region that helped produce the “Ice Age Floods Study of Alternatives,” 
a National Park Service report that will be presented to the public at an upcoming Missoula 
workshop.
Local residents are invited to learn more about the study -  and its four alternatives for 
telling the story of the ancient floods that shaped much of the Northwest -  from 7 to 9 p.m. 
Monday, Sept. 25, at Ruby’s Inn on North Reserve Street.
“I think that if this goes through and becomes what is essentially a national park, it 
could be the biggest thing that’s happened to this area since Glacial Lake Missoula,” said Janel 
Queen, executive director of The Nature Center. “We’re really excited about it because our 
mission is to teach people about the natural history of this area.”
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Missoula’s workshop is one of a series being held in Sandpoint, Idaho; Portland, Ore.; 
and Seattle and Richland, Wa. They will culminate in a final report that will be presented to 
the U.S. Secretary of the Interior and to Congress.
Alternatives for the proposed “Ice Age Floods Geologic Region” are: 1) maintaining 
existing, local management; 2) forming a four-state commission to interpret the flood story on 
a local and state level; 3) congressional authorization of a national geologic trail and 
management by an NPS unit; or 4) congressional designation as a national geologic region and 
management by a commission of public and private-sector members.
The latter three alternatives focus on creating interpretive sites and information kiosks on 
public land along already-established travel routes in Montana, Idaho, Oregon and Washington. 
The overall goal is to educate the public, stimulate cultural tourism and further understanding 
of the ice-age floods.
For more information, visit the report’s Web site at http://www.nps.gov/iceagefloods/. 
SIDEBAR:
This weekend’s Field Notes program on KUFM radio will feature Glacial Lake 




Local, Ravalli Republic, Bitterroot Star 
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